February 4, 2021

Starting time: 1:00 PM PDT/4:00 PM EDT
[bookmark: _Hlk7099491]To join: 
Call-in: 888-844-9904
Access Code: 2415774#
Participants

Initial Mapping Focus Team Meeting Notes


☐ Russ Almaraz – NRCS
☒ Matthew Ballmer – NRCS 
☒ Jeff Bruggink - USFS
☐ Cory Cole - NRCS 
☐ Martin Figueroa – NRCS 
☒ Dave Kingsbury – NRCS
☒ Theresa Kunch – NRCS
☐ Jessica Lene’ – NRCS
☐ Parker Martyn - NPS
☒ Benjamin Moore – NRCS 

☐ Alan Peck - BLM
☐ Betsy Schug – NRCS
☐ Tim Riebe – NRCS
☒ Josh Rose – FWS
☐ Matthew Tucker – NRCS 
☐ Karen Vaughan - UWYO 
☒ Aaron Wells – ABRI
☒ Guest: Andy Colter, USFS
☒ Guest: Joe Brennan
☐ Guest: 

ACTION ITEMS FROM PREVIOUS MEETING:	
1. [bookmark: _Hlk63328306]Non-NRCS partners – for the next meeting, what are your expectations of the team and what do you see as your role (i.e. how can you assist/participate to help move forward)? (on Agenda for this meeting)
2. Follow up question on above…what can non-NRCS partners do to help meet 2026? (on Agenda for this meeting)

MEETING AGENDA ITEMS:

1. Compatible Team Updates (If participants are present)
DSM Focus Team – 

Training FT – 
Fed Lands Liaison – Ad hoc member of training FT; emphasis on QA/QC on training materials
Webinar series – focus may be on TEUI this month (Feb); IMFT for Jan; Joe and Tiffany for December.
Other – 

2. Aaron Wells, ABR, Inc.—Informational talk about the NRCS Alaska Apps project
In AK since 2008
App project – approached by Jessica about app for collecting soils and veg data. Uses ruggedized tablet.
In progress, purchased tablets and working on apps currently. Have similar apps to show. Uses Chrome browser.
Collect data in the field digitally, uploaded into database; not directly into NASIS, but database in the cloud, then can be downloaded into NASIS. Working with NSSC to define the process.
(Demo provided)
Data uploaded to the cloud on a daily basis, so lost data are minimized.
Currently, NRCS is working providing fields in NASIS for all data.
Currently Android device, but will work on any device; very flexible. Moving towards progressive web apps.

3. Jeff Bruggink (FS Region 4) – update on USFS planned activities in meeting Soils2026 and discussion on ideas and concerns with low res/higher order products (having “something” better than nothing)
FS Inventory program
9 regions, don’t correspond closely to NRCS SS Regions
6 inventories are maintained
TEUI is their long-term inventory; TEUI and soil survey are to meet their land management needs.
May not coincide with shorter-term Soils2026 effort, so focus on long-term needs.
Much information is available on many NF’s. Much of this is better than low res/higher order products (one of the purposes of the NOTCOM catalog)
How do we bridge that gap? – available staffing, funding priorities, technology changes, risk info management
For Soils2026 – multi-order products based on needs and available resources.
How do we identify those projects that can be utilized (rather than converted STATSGO)?
Have goals way beyond 2026 on the NF’s.

Documentation is needed.
New leadership at USFS in many regions.

4. IMFT expectations:
a. Non-NRCS Partners…How can you assist/participate to help move process forward (meet Soils2026 goals)?
Pulling together non-NRCS data is one thing that can be done. Soil mapping done outside of NCSS (maybe 15-20M acres).
Can this be utilized in (or near) its present form? Depends on what NRCS wants/needs. It’s raster-based or detailed vector mapping.
Can we somehow create a repository for these data?
b. NRCS staff…What can the non-NRCS Partners do to assist in meeting Soils2026 goals?


5. IMFT Update (presentations delivered to NRCS and to Soils2026 Steering Team) 
First was NRCS Soil and Plant Science Division’s (SPSD) Working Across Federal Lands Webinar Series…This webinar was developed in collaboration with the NRCS National Soil Science Center (NSSC) webinar series and the NRCS Federal Lands Liaisons. 
The topic of this webinar is “Soils2026: Mapping Every Acre” where our Regional Directors, Dave Kingsbury and Jessica Lené, will present on the mix of strategies that SPSD will employ to map soils and ecological sites on Federal Lands by 2026.
Second event was briefing on IMFT activities to the Soils2026 Steering Team on 1/27/21
a. Statement of Commitment (SOC)

6. Reaching out to Federal land managing agency partners to update Initial Mapping Project Plans and developing the SOC
a. How can IMFT members and Fed Lands Liaisons help facilitate these discussions?
Ben – personally, don’t agree on converting STATSGO2 to SSURGO – can we promote slowing the process and doing a better job of it the first time around?
Discussions at regional level would help, these could focus on how others can help and at what level.
“Forest Service is asking to meet and discuss”

7. Other business



ACTION ITEMS FROM THIS MEETING
1. Meet with Fed Lands Liaisons to see how we can facilitate meetings between partners and NRCS to determine needs and match projects with those needs.

NEXT MEETING DATE

March 11, 2021 – 1:00 PM PST/4:00 PM EDT 
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