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First – Soils/ecological sites of the area
Second- Talk to the producer

*How do they manage their range?
Are they rotating? 
How do they decide its time to move the animals? 
What kind of animals, how many, average weights, 
What are the needs of the animals (fencing, social, space), 
When do they turn them in, when do they stop grazing for the season
What kinds of problems or challenges are they having, 
What do they want their rangeland to look like,
Are they supplemental feeding, and if so with what, and how much.
What is the history of their range? 

*What is the primary purpose of the rangeland? 
Forage, exercise, aesthetics, health



Assessments / data to gather

•Utilization

•Apparent Trend

•Similarity Index

•Production

•Rangeland Health



Rangeland Resource Evaluations
Tools you need:
✓ Ecological Site Description
✓ Ecological Site Reference Sheet
✓ Field Notebook
✓ Plant knowledge &  Identification skills
✓ Apparent Trend Data Sheet
✓ Similarity Index Data Sheet
✓ Shovel
✓ Ruler



Initial Data Collection

• Species
• Productivity (#/ac)
• Cover by species / 

bare ground



Start with 
Ecological 
Sites





Similarity Index
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Ungrazed Height of 7 inches

Half the height does not equal half the 
biomass.
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Variability in productivity will 
occur from year to year. 

Exclosures for ungrazed height 
comparisons are critical for 
accurate utilization 
assessments.



Rangeland Health Assessment

• Rills
• Water flow patterns
• Pedestals and/or Terracettes
• Bare ground
• Gullies
• Wind-scoured, blowouts, 

deposition areas
• Litter movement
• Soil surface resistance to erosion

• Soil surface loss or degradation
• Plant community composition and 

distribution
• Compaction layer
• Functional/ Structural groups
• Plant mortality
• Litter amount
• Annual production
• Invasive plants
• Reproductive capacity

17 Indicators to Assess





Reference Sheet 
must be 

developed to go 
through the 
Rangeland 

Health Protocol. 
But it isn’t – so, 

call the State 
Grazing 

Specialist



After your assessments:

What are the issues?

How can you address 
them to help the 
producer meet their 
goals?



Planning for a Grazing Management Plan / 
Prescribed Grazing



Get to know 
the Practice 

Standard! 528 
Prescribed 

Grazing



After your assessments:
Calculate your forage needs by animal(s)



After your 
assessments:

Calculate your 
forage available 

by field



After your assessments:

Balance your 
forage



After your assessments:

Schedule & 
document the 

rotation



When Planning:
• Determine “turn in” “and turn out” dates on production / utilization 



Determine your initial stocking rate



Prescribed Grazing:
To meet prescribed grazing standards:
▪ Lower the number of animals or
▪ Increase the amount of land or
▪ Control the access to the range

If the producer is not meeting prescribed grazing 
standards, and cannot do one of these above options, 
they cannot meet the Prescribed Grazing practice 
standard.



For Planning 
Purposes:

• Have a contingency 
plan for forage 
emergencies



When Planning :
Determine Key area and Key species



When Planning

• Establish a photo point(s)



Certifying:
Document what 
happened
• Measurements of 20 

grazed species in the 
key area 

• Photo point
• Records from producer



Compare Rangeland Health Score with Quality Criteria to 
Show $Financial Assistance$ Need



• Ecological Site Descriptions (acres by field)
• Current conditions: Trend, Similarity, Utilization (maps)
• Rangeland health assessment
• Animal description/needs
• Field descriptions 
• Feed/forage balance sheet
• Rotation plan showing three years and approximate movement 

dates based on calculations (referencing leaf lengths as the 
deciding factor)

• Key areas on plan map
• Photo point to monitor changes over time
• Contingency Plan

What needs to be in a grazing plan?



• Prescribed Grazing Specification
• Prescribed Grazing Implementation Requirements
• FOTG Section 4 Documents under PG
• Your Job Approval Authority
• Planning criteria
• Rangeland health assessment
• Prescribed grazing plan
• Photo-Point description/set-up
• National Range and Pasture Handbook
• Apparent Trend Assessment
• Similarity Index Assessment

What documents are important?



Install some simple 
trials. 



Utilize Utilization 
Cages. Permanent 
exclosures and mobile 
cages tell us different 
things.



Photo Points are invaluable for your education and technical 
skill development, as well as for communicating changes in 
management to your producers



Photo Points are invaluable for your education and technical 
skill development, as well as for communicating changes in 
management to your producers


