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PROJECT 

IA399.0 PURPOSE 

This Iowa Instruction provides guidance on the Environmental Quality Incentives 
Program (EQIP) Monarch Butterfly Habitat Development Project (MBHP). 

IA399.1 SCOPE 

These instructions will be followed by NRCS employees. 

IA399.2 FILING INSTRUCTIONS 

This Iowa Instruction will be posted on the Iowa NRCS Employee Website, 
which can be accessed under the Iowa NRCS eDirectives System section at 
this link Iowa NRCS eDirectives website. 

/s/ Larry Beeler, Acting 

Kurt Simon 
State Conservationist 

Attachments 
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1. PURPOSE: 
 

This Iowa Instruction provides guidance on the EQIP MBHP. 
 

2. BACKGROUND: 
 

The monarch has suffered from significant population declines over the past two decades.  
Through Farm Bill conservation programs and technical assistance, NRCS will work with 
partners and clients to increase monarch habitat on private lands.  While the monarch 
butterfly occurs in 49 different States, NRCS is targeting the effort to the core migration route 
and the primary breeding range.  The MBHP document (Attachment A) was developed and 
distributed within NRCS in 2015 and provides the foundation for the targeting of financial 
assistance.  In the Midwest, the effort is focused on plantings of milkweed (Asclepias spp.) 
and monarch nectaring forbs in wetlands and other marginal lands. 
 
This guidance identifies core and supporting practices that may be planned and implemented 
consistent with the MBHP strategy document.  Conservation planners should use the 
identified priority tool in Toolkit and select “Monarch” for any practice that is planned 
consistent with the Monarch Habitat Strategy.  This will allow NRCS to track all conservation 
practices planned and implemented for the benefit of monarch butterflies regardless of 
financial assistance.  Instructions for using the “Identified Priority” feature in Toolkit are 
located in the Toolkit user guides. 

 

3. PROCESS: 
 

Monarch Midwest Subregion Core and Supporting National Conservation Practices 
 
All monarch habitat development efforts will be planned under the umbrella practice of 
Upland Wildlife Habitat Management (645).  In accordance with practice 645, the monarch 
butterfly will be the “targeted wildlife species,” and the criteria that a “habitat evaluation or 
appraisal will be used” will be met by the application of the Monarch Wildlife Habitat 
Evaluation Guide (WHEG), Midwest Version.  If the client chooses to implement the plan with 
the use of Farm Bill programs, the following are the core and supporting practices to be used 
in the contracting effort.  Refer to the WHEG and other supporting documents for more 
guidance on how to plan and implement monarch habitat using these core and supporting 
practices. 
 
Core National Conservation Practices: 
• Brush Management (314) 
• Conservation Cover (327) 
• Early Successional Habitat Development/Management (647) 
• Field Border (386) 
• Forage Harvest Management (511) 
• Prescribed Burning (338) 
• Riparian Herbaceous Cover (390) 
• Upland Wildlife Habitat Management (645) 
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Supporting National Conservation Practices:  
• Fence (382) 
• Fire Break (394) 
• Herbaceous Weed Control (315) 
• Integrated Pest Management (595) 
• Wetland Wildlife Habitat Management (644) 
 
The Iowa EQIP Cost List for the current fiscal year (FY) will be used for this project.  Initiative 
Rates or Initiative Historically Underserved (HU) Rates will be used for this project. 

 
Monarch subaccounts will be created in ProTracts.  Each year the State EQIP Coordinator 
will create the ranking criteria in ProTracts.  The following eligible land types for the Monarch 
Butterfly Habitat Project will be placed in the ProTracts Application Evaluation and Ranking 
Tool (AERT) ranking process: 
• Land Use Type 

~ Crop 
~ Farmsteads 
~ Pasture 
~ Associated Lands 

 
The Following Natural Resource Concerns will be available in ProTracts AERT: 
• Fish and Wildlife 

~ Habitat Degradation 
• Degraded Plant Condition 

~ Undesirable Plant Productivity and Health 
~ Excessive Plant Pest Pressure 
~ Inadequate structure and composition 

• Livestock Production Limitation 
~ Inadequate Feed and Forage 
~ Inadequate Livestock Water 

 
Attachment B (Monarch Butterfly Screening Criteria Worksheet) must be completed for each 
eligible applicant applying for financial assistance through the Monarch Butterfly Habitat 
Development Project.  Attachment C (Monarch Focal Area FY2016 Screening Tool Map) is 
used for the first question on the Screening Criteria Worksheet.  Low priority applications will 
not be considered for funding. 
 
Ranking criteria will be created and loaded into ProTracts each FY.  Attachment D (Iowa 
Monarch Butterfly Habitat Development Project Map) and Attachment E (Midwest Monarch 
Butterfly Habitat Ranking Index Map) are used for the ranking criteria.  Attachment D has two 
data layers (Bird Conservation Areas (BCA) and I-35 Corridor Focal Area) and Attachment E 
has one data layer (Midwest Monarch Butterfly Habitat Ranking Index) that have been placed 
on the local field office server.  The first layer file, “Iowa - Bird Conservation Area.lyr” shows 
all the bird conservations areas in the state.  The second layer file, “Iowa - BCA I-35 Corridor 
Focal Area.lyr,” displays the “corridor” counties identified on the map.  The data layer 
“Midwest Monarch Butterfly Habitat Ranking Index” is a national layer prioritizing Fish and 
Wildlife Service (FWS) index for each county in Iowa.  ArcMap users can add these layer 
files found in their offices F:\Arcmap_Layers folder and display this information in their 
ArcMap project, regardless of whether or not they are using Toolkit.  In order to track 
monarch acres, field offices are to use the instructions in Attachment F (How To Attribute 
Practices with Identified Priorities – Monarch Butterfly) to identify priority features. 
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For FY2016 only, there has been one batching date established on May 20, 2016.  The 
ranking deadline for this batching date will be June 17, 2016.  Batching dates will be 
announced and posted on the Iowa EQIP Website.  For future fiscal years the established 
EQIP batching dates and ranking deadlines will be used for the MBHP.  These batching 
dates will be posted on the Iowa EQIP Website. 

Approved By: Date:  April 21, 2016 

/s/ Larry Beeler, Acting 

Kurt Simon 
State Conservationist 
Natural Resources Conservation Service 
210 Walnut Street, Room 693 
Des Moines, IA  50309-2180 

Attachment A – Monarch Butterfly Habitat Development Project 
Attachment B – Monarch Butterfly Screening Criteria Worksheet 
Attachment C – Monarch Focal Area FY2016 Screening Tool Map 
Attachment D – Iowa Monarch Butterfly Habitat Development Project Map 
Attachment E – Midwest Monarch Butterfly Habitat Ranking Index Map 
Attachment F – How To Attribute Practices with Identified Priorities – Monarch Butterfly 
Attachment G – National Instruction 440-307-33 Monarch Butterfly Habitat Development Project 
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ATTACHMENT A 

(IA Instruction 440–399 First Edition – April 2016) 

Page 4 of 32 



IOWA INSTRUCTION 440-399 – MONARCH BUTTERFLY HABITAT DEVELOPMENT PROJECT 

(IA Instruction 440–399 First Edition – April 2016) 

Page 5 of 32 



IOWA INSTRUCTION 440-399 – MONARCH BUTTERFLY HABITAT DEVELOPMENT PROJECT 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

(IA Instruction 440–399 First Edition – April 2016) 
 

Page 6 of 32  



IOWA INSTRUCTION 440-399 – MONARCH BUTTERFLY HABITAT DEVELOPMENT PROJECT 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

(IA Instruction 440–399 First Edition – April 2016) 
 

Page 7 of 32  



IOWA INSTRUCTION 440-399 – MONARCH BUTTERFLY HABITAT DEVELOPMENT PROJECT 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

(IA Instruction 440–399 First Edition – April 2016) 
 

Page 8 of 32  



IOWA INSTRUCTION 440-399 – MONARCH BUTTERFLY HABITAT DEVELOPMENT PROJECT 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

(IA Instruction 440–399 First Edition – April 2016) 
 

Page 9 of 32  



IOWA INSTRUCTION 440-399 – MONARCH BUTTERFLY HABITAT DEVELOPMENT PROJECT 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

(IA Instruction 440–399 First Edition – April 2016) 
 

Page 10 of 32  



IOWA INSTRUCTION 440-399 – MONARCH BUTTERFLY HABITAT DEVELOPMENT PROJECT 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

(IA Instruction 440–399 First Edition – April 2016) 
 

Page 11 of 32  



IOWA INSTRUCTION 440-399 – MONARCH BUTTERFLY HABITAT DEVELOPMENT PROJECT 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

(IA Instruction 440–399 First Edition – April 2016) 
 

Page 12 of 32  



IOWA INSTRUCTION 440-399 – MONARCH BUTTERFLY HABITAT DEVELOPMENT PROJECT 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

(IA Instruction 440–399 First Edition – April 2016) 
 

Page 13 of 32  



IOWA INSTRUCTION 440-399 – MONARCH BUTTERFLY HABITAT DEVELOPMENT PROJECT 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

(IA Instruction 440–399 First Edition – April 2016) 
 

Page 14 of 32  



IOWA INSTRUCTION 440-399 – MONARCH BUTTERFLY HABITAT DEVELOPMENT PROJECT 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

(IA Instruction 440–399 First Edition – April 2016) 
 

Page 15 of 32  



IOWA INSTRUCTION 440-399 – MONARCH BUTTERFLY HABITAT DEVELOPMENT PROJECT 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

(IA Instruction 440–399 First Edition – April 2016) 
 

Page 16 of 32  



IOWA INSTRUCTION 440-399 – MONARCH BUTTERFLY HABITAT DEVELOPMENT PROJECT 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(IA Instruction 440–399 First Edition – April 2016) 
 

Page 17 of 32  



IOWA INSTRUCTION 440-399 – MONARCH BUTTERFLY HABITAT DEVELOPMENT PROJECT 
 

ATTACHMENT B 
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ATTACHMENT C 
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ATTACHMENT D 
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ATTACHMENT E 
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ATTACHMENT F 
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ATTACHMENT G 
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